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CONGREGATION SHA’ARE SHALOM CONSTITUTION 

 

PREAMBLE 

 WHEREAS, the members of the Congregation Sha’are Shalom desire to provide the Jewish community a 
synagogue to offer this experience in an organized, open egalitarian environment where all members are comfortable 
with their diverse beliefs and Jewish heritage; to foster the viability of the Jewish people by providing Jewish religious 
education to our families; and to provide our members with an active Jewish community in Northern Virginia. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the members do form a non-profit religious organization as follows. 

 

ARTICLE 1  NAME 

 The name of the organization shall be Congregation Sha’are Shalom. 

 

ARTICLE 2 PURPOSE 

 The Congregation is formed exclusively for religious, educational, and charitable purposes within the meaning of 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The purposes of the Congregation shall be: 

(a) To establish and maintain a synagogue and to provide a public place of worship for the Jewish faith in the 
County of Loudoun, Commonwealth of Virginia, 

(b) To establish, maintain and conduct a school for religious instruction of children and adults, 

(c) To purchase, sell, encumber, hold and dispose of both real and personal property required for the 
establishment, maintenance and operation of the Congregation, and 

(d) To establish and maintain religious, educational, cultural, social, civic, community, and recreational activities 
to further the Congregation and the community it serves.  

 

ARTICLE 3 POWERS 

 In carrying out its activities and the object and purposes proposed to be promoted and carried on, the 
Congregation, through its duly authorized representatives shall have the authority to do any and all these: 

(a) To purchase, lease, sublet, hire or in any manner acquire and to hold, own, use, develop, operate, manage, 
build upon, improve, encumber, mortgage, pledge, sell, exchange, convey, lease, sublet or otherwise dispose of or 
deal in or with, or in any manner turn to account, any real or personal property, and any rights, privileges or 
interests therein situate either within the Commonwealth of Virginia; 

(b) To enter into, perform and carry out contracts of any kind necessary or incidental to the accomplishment of 
any one or more of the purposes of the Congregation; 

(c) To borrow or raise money for any of the purposes of the Congregation and to issue bonds, debentures, notes 
or other obligations of any nature, and in any manner permitted by law, for monies so borrowed or in payment for 
property purchased, or for any other lawful consideration, and to secure the payment thereof and of the interest 
thereon by mortgage or pledge or conveyance or assignment in trust of the whole or any part of the real or 
personal property of the Congregation; 

(d) To invest funds under the Uniform Management of Investment Funds Act, Section 55-268.1, et seq. of the 
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended; and 

 (e) To exercise all of the powers, rights and privileges granted to, or conferred upon unincorporated 
organizations created, organized and operated exclusively for religious, educational and charitable purposes under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. The enumeration in this Constitution of the foregoing powers shall 
not be deemed to exclude any powers, rights or privileges granted or conferred upon unincorporated 
organizations by the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
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ARTICLE 4 DURATION 

 The period for the duration of the Congregation shall be perpetual. 

 

ARTICLE 5 MEMBERSHIP 

 Any person 18 years of age or older who fulfills at least one of the following criteria shall be eligible for 
membership in the Congregation in accordance with the membership categories, rules and requirements enumerated 
in the By-Laws of Congregation Sha’are Shalom (the “By-Laws”): 

(a) Be a Jew; 

(b) Be a part of a family with at least one Jewish family member, and the family has joined Congregation as a 
Family Membership; or 

(c) Be formally engaged in converting to Judaism, as set forth in the By-Laws. 

 

ARTICLE 6 FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERSHIP 

 The Board of Directors shall present a budget to the Congregation at the Congregation’s Annual Meeting to set 
annual dues, assessments, fees and school tuition to be paid by the members of the Congregation. Except as otherwise 
provided in the By-Laws, all members shall pay their respective annual dues for their respective Dues Category, as 
defined in the By-Laws, based upon the amounts approved by the Congregation at its Annual Meeting. Assessments, 
fees and school tuition shall be based upon amounts approved by the Congregation at its Annual Meeting. The 
payment schedule for all dues, assessments, fees and school tuition shall be established by the Board of Directors and 
may be set forth in the By-Laws. 

 No one and no family shall be denied membership, or have their membership terminated, because financial 
inability to pay the financial obligations of membership.  

 

ARTICLE 7 PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

 As set forth in the By-Laws, members shall be entitled to these privileges: 

(a) To attend all meetings of the Congregation, Board of Directors, and committees, and to have a voice at all 
meetings of the Congregation, Board of Directors, and committees except the Executive Committee and the 
Nominating Committee; 

(b) To participate in all religious services of the Congregation, subject to any rules and regulations that the Board 
of Directors, the Rabbi, or the Ritual Committee may establish; 

(c) To enroll their children in the Religious School of the Congregation, subject to rules and regulation that the 
Board of Directors or the School Committee may establish; 

(d) To celebrate life-cycle events at the Congregation; 

(e) To have a vote at all meetings of the Congregation; 

(f) To be eligible to serve as an Officer of the Board of Directors or a Trustee; 

(g) To be eligible to serve on a committee. 

 

ARTICLE 8 LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION 

 No Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors shall have personal liability to the Congregation or its 
members in any proceeding brought by or in the right of the Congregation or brought by or on behalf of the members 
of the Congregation under any circumstances. The foregoing sentence shall not eliminate or limit the liability of any 
Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors if a judgment or final adjudication adverse to the Trustee, 
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Officer, or member of the Board of Directors establishes that the actions or omissions involve willful misconduct or a 
knowing violation of the criminal law. 

 No amendment to or repeal of this Article shall apply to, or have any effect on, the liability or alleged liability of 
any Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors for or with respect to any acts or omissions occurring prior 
to such an amendment or repeal. 

 If the Congregation or any person shall name any Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors 
personally as a defendant in any action arising out of duty as a Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors, 
and if a judgment or final adjudication shall determine that the Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors 
is not personally liable, or if such a defendant shall otherwise be the prevailing party, then the Trustee, Officer, or 
member of the Board of Directors shall be entitled to reimbursement for reasonable attorney’s fees and costs incurred 
by the Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors (except as reimbursed as further provided in this 
Constitution) from the plaintiff. 

 The Congregation shall indemnify any Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors who was or is a 
party or a witness in or is threatened to be made a party to any pending, threatened, or completed civil, criminal, 
administrative, arbitrative action, suit or proceeding (Proceeding) because that person is or was a Trustee, Officer, or 
member of the Board of Directors of the Congregation. The foregoing sentence shall not apply if a judgment or final 
adjudication shall determine that the conduct of the Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors was willful 
misconduct or a knowing violation of the criminal law. 

 The Congregation may pay for or reimburse reasonable expenses in advance of a final disposition of a Proceeding 
upon approval by the Board of Directors in a recorded vote if an indemnified person furnishes to the Board of 
Directors a written statement that the Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors believes in good faith 
that the conduct was not willful misconduct or a knowing violation of the criminal law, and the Trustee, Officer, or 
member of the Board of Directors furnishes to the Congregation a written undertaking to repay the advance if the 
conduct of the Trustee, Officer, or member of the Board of Directors is found to have been willful misconduct or a 
knowing violation of the criminal law. The undertaking shall be an unlimited general obligation of the indemnified 
person, need not be secured, and may be accepted by the Congregation without reference to the financial ability of the 
indemnified person to make repayment. 

 

ARTICLE 9 RECORDS MAINTENANCE 

 The official records of the Congregation shall be maintained as specified in the By-Laws. Congregation records 
shall neither be destroyed nor removed from the facilities of the Congregation without the prior approval of the Board 
of Directors. 

 

ARTICLE 10 RABBI 

 The pulpit of this Congregation shall be occupied by an ordained Rabbi, who shall be selected in accordance with 
the terms of the By-Laws. The Rabbi shall enjoy freedom of the pulpit. The responsibilities and duties of the Rabbi 
shall be: 

(a) To support implementation of the aims and objectives of the Congregation; 

(b) To be in charge of all religious activities and shall be the final authority (mara d’atra) in all matters of halakhah 
that may come before the Congregation; 

(c) To seek the advice and guidance of the Board of Directors or any committee to determine the views of the 
Congregation; and 

(d) To advise and guide the educational activities of the Congregation. 
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ARTICLE 11 DISSOLUTION 

 Dissolution of the Congregation shall occur when recommended by the Board of Directors and approved at a 
Special Meeting of the Congregation called for the purpose of dissolution by a simple majority of the total number of 
members in good standing. Dissolution shall be carried out by the Board of Directors.  

 In the event of dissolution of the Congregation, all net assets remaining after payment of legal obligations shall be 
donated to one or more religious, charitable, or non-profit organizations within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, as recommended by the Board of Directors and approved by a simple majority of the 
members in good standing at the Special Meeting of the Congregation called for the purpose of dissolution. 

 

ARTICLE 12 PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE 

 Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the standard for parliamentary procedure at all meetings of the Congregation and 
the Board of Directors. Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the final authority on all questions of procedure and 
parliamentary law that are not covered by the Constitution and By-Laws of the Congregation. 

 

ARTICLE 13 AMENDMENTS  

 Amendments to this Constitution shall be proposed by a majority of the Board of Directors or proposed by 25 
members or 25 percent of the members, whichever is less, of the congregation in good standing. The proposed 
amendments shall be submitted in writing to the President of the Congregation. The President shall schedule, within 
14 days thereafter, a Special Meeting of the Congregation (First Special Meeting), to be held within 60 days from 
receipt of the proposed amendments, for the discussion and preliminary ratification of the proposed amendments.  

 The text of the amendments, the text of the existing provisions to be amended, and the place and time of the First 
Special Meeting shall be included in the notices sent to the members in accordance with the By-Laws.  

 Preliminary ratification requires a majority of the members, in good standing as defined in the By-Laws, attending 
this First Special Meeting of the Congregation. 

 Within seven days following this First Special Meeting, the results of the vote on the amendments and, if the 
amendments were preliminarily ratified, the final text of the amendments, the text of the existing provisions to be 
amended, and the place and time of the next Special Meeting of the Congregation (Final Special Meeting), which shall 
be held within 30 days of the First Special Meeting. 

 At the Final Special Meeting, the proposed amendments shall be voted upon, without modification, and adopted 
if voted favorably by two-thirds of the votes cast, by members in good standing as defined in the By-Laws, at the 
meeting. 

 Amendments shall be effective at the time of adoption unless specified otherwise in the approving resolution. 

 

ARTICLE 14 CONFLICT BETWEEN CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

 In the event of a conflict between this Constitution and the By-Laws, this Constitution shall control, rule and take 
precedent over the By-Laws. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Members of Congregation Sha’are Shalom have adopted and ratified this 
Constitution as of this 5th day of July, 2004. 

 

Nessa Memberg 

Recording Secretary 


